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LANDSCAPE PALETTE

Plant selection should be based on the following criteria:

1. Native

2. Appropriate for plant hardiness zone (9a)

3. Drought tolerant (xeriscape)

4. Can not have low salt tolerance

5. Provide shade for trail

Xeriscape

The purpose of xeriscape is to match plants to site conditions to minimize use of additional

resources, such as water, fertilizer, pesticides, and labor.  The St. Johns River Water Management

District Xeriscape and Waterwise, Florida Landscapes were used as references to select the 

landscape palette.

It should be noted that while xeriscape principles will minimize the need for irrigation in

the long term, most plants require irrigation until they become established.  The landscape

palette presented on the following pages provides a broad list of appropriate plants to select

from depending on availability, cost, maintenance needs, and local preference.

Here are some examples of the xeriscape:  formal, naturalistic, and blended

References used to select landscape
palette

Landscape Palette
The landscape palette applies to new landscaping in the SR A1A ROW.  The landscape palette provides an array of landscaping options that meet the principles outlined below.  Specific plant types will be

selected during final design of landscaping improvements.

The purpose of this section is to provide general guidelines for the landscape design and plant selection for the parks and rights-of-way within the corridor.

The landscape along the corridor should be designed to:

• Fit into the natural context of the surrounding vegetative communities.

• Provide for public safety by adhering to established safety guidelines for roadside planting.

• Provide for the public safety by adhering to CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) principles.

• Enhance and frame views to significant natural, historic, and cultural resources.

• Provide shade cover for pedestrian comfort.

The following plant palette should be used as a guide for the selection of plant materials along the corridor.  The general theme of the planting is to utilize

native materials in a naturalistic fashion.  This approach will enhance the casual coastal environment and allow the landscape to appropriately fit into the

unique context of the SR A1A corridor.
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LANDSCAPE PALETTE

Zone 1 - Large Shade Trees

Live Oak (Quercus virginiana)

Longleaf Pine

(Pinus palustris)

Cabbage Palm

(Sabal palmetto)
Southern Magnolia

(Magnolia grandiflora)
Southern Red Cedar

(Juniperus silicicola)

Zone 1

Zone 2 - Medium Shade Trees

Sand Live Oak

(Quercus geminata)

River Birch

(Betula nigra)
Winged Elm

(Ulmus alata michx)

Zone 2

Bald Cypress

(Taxodium distichum)

Slash Pine

(Pinus elliottii)

Close up of Winged

Elm bark

Large shade trees are generally the backbone of a planting

design.  These trees help to provide shade for pedestrians,

as well as reducing the scale of large areas of pavement.  It

is critical that large shade trees are not planted in areas

where they could create unsafe visibility for drivers and

pedestrians.

Medium shade trees are often used where space is restricted

for a large shade tree or where there is a desire to create

additional species diversity in the landscape.  These trees are

often underutilized and can add a layer of visual interest to

the surroundings.
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LANDSCAPE PALETTE

Zone 3 - Small Ornamental Trees

Zone 4 - Ornamental Grass/Large Shrubs

Saw Palmetto (Sereno repens) Wax Myrtle, shrub form (Myrica cerifera) 

American Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana)

Switchgrass (Panicum virgatum)

Viburnum Species (Viburnum)

Zone 4

Zone 3

Crape Myrtle

(Lagerstroemia indica)

Little Gem Magnolia

(Magnolia grandiflora)
Wax Myrtle

(Myrica cerifera)
Holly Species

(Aquifoliaceae)

Fakahatchee Grass

(Tripsacum dactyloides)
Sand Cordgrass (Spartina bakeri)

Small ornamental trees often provide variety to the 

landscape.  Many Florida small trees provide food for birds

and other wildlife, as well as seasonal color.  Small trees are

often used at median noses, under power lines, and to

screen undesirable views from eye level.

Ornamental grasses and large shrubs should be used in

areas where screening is desired, such as along parking lots

or where a background planting is desirable in a layered

landscape.  An additional benefit is that these plants can

also be utilized to provide color and textural contrast in the

landscape.
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LANDSCAPE PALETTE

Zone 5 - Evergreens/Medium Shrubs

Dwarf Yaupon Holly (Ilex Vomitoria nana) Yaupon Holly (Ilex Vomitoria)

Zone 5

Zone 6 - Groundcover

Zone 6

Bitter Panicgrass (Panicum amarum)

Coontie (Zamia pumila)

Gopher Apple (Licania michauxii)

Muhly Grass (Muhlenbergia capillaris)

Sea Oats (Uniola paniculata)

Sea Purslane (Sesuvium portulacastrum)

Walters Viburnum (Viburnum obovatum)
“Mrs. Schiller’s Delight”

Median shrubs are utilized in the landscape to provide

foreground for large screening plant masses, as well as a

large-scale groundcover in generous areas.  Due to sight

distance restrictions in many roadway settings, this smaller

shrub is often used for shrub massing in medians.

Groundcovers are one of the most versatile plant types to

utilize in the landscape.  They are used as an alternative 

to high water-demand turf to provide color, and 

eliminate the need for mowing and maintenance in urban 

settings and in medians.



Zone 7 - Flowers

Mistflower (Conoclinium coelestinum) Sea Oxeye Daisy (Borrichia frutescens) Wild Petunia (Ruellia caroliniensis)

Seaside Goldenrod (Solidago semper-

virens)

Wild Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis) Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberosa) Green Eyes (Berlandiera)

Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea) Blanket Flower (Gaillardia aristata) Golden Aster (Chrysopsis villosa)

Yellowtop (Flaveria linearis)

Stokes Aster (Stokesia laevis) Spider Lily (Hymenocallis caroliniana)

Beach Sunflower (Helianthus debilis)

Yarrow (Achillea millefolium)

Zone 7

LANDSCAPE PALETTE
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Wild flowers create a splash of color

in the landscape and can be used in

a variety of circumstances.  It is

important, however, to match the

proper flowers to the proper 

maintenance and level of formality

to a given area.  Wild flowers can be

used to highlight and accent an area

in an urban section or used as 

a woodland border or median 

planting in more naturalized areas.




