
ORDINANCE NO. 2025- ff 9: 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA, ESTABLISHING THE ST. JOHNS 
COUNTY AGRICULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE; PROVIDING 
LEGISLATIVE INTENT AND FINDINGS OF FACTS; ESTABLISHING 
DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND QUALIFICATIONS; ADDRESSING 
BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE REQUIRED BY SECTION 125.66, 
FLORIDA STATUTES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Be it ordained by the Board of County Commissioners of St. Johns County, Florida, as 
follows: 

Section 1. Short Title. 

This Ordinance shall be known as the St. Johns County Agriculture Advisory Committee 
Ordinance. 

Section 2. Authority. 

This ordinance is enacted pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 125, Florida Statutes, and 
other applicable provisions of law. 

Section 3. Legislative intent and findings of fact. 

A. The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish an agriculture advisory committee to 
provide informed guidance on agricultural policy, regulation, and land use planning to the Board 
of County Commissioners, County Administrator, and relevant County departments. 

B. The Board finds that an agriculture advisory committee is necessary to provide 
advice and make recommendations on matters effecting agriculture and rural lands in 
unincorporated St. Johns County including issues under the Florida Right to Farm Act (section 
823 .14, Florida Statutes), and the St. Johns County comprehensive plan and land development 
code. 

C. The Board further finds: 

1. Agriculture contributes significantly to the economy, heritage, and quality 
of life in St. Johns County. 

11. The Florida Right to Farm Act protects bona fide agricultural operations 
from nuisance claims and unduly burdensome regulations. 



Section 4. 

111. The St. Johns County Comprehensive Plan promotes the preservation of 
agricultural lands through policies in the Future Land Use Element, which 
encourage agricultural viability and rural character. 

1v. The St. Johns County Land Development Code contains standards 
applicable to agricultural uses that should be periodically reviewed for 
consistency with evolving practices and statutory rights. 

Agriculture Advisory Committee. 

A. There is hereby established an advisory committee to the Board of County 
Commissioners to provide informed guidance on agriculture policy, regulation, and land use 
planning and provide advice and make recommendations on matters effecting agriculture and rural 
lands in unincorporated St. Johns County. The Agriculture Advisory Committee shall be 
supported by appropriate staff as determined by the County Administrator. 

B. The Agriculture Advisory Committee shall consist of seven (7) members, each of 
which shall be appointed directly by the Board of County Commissioners. All members shall be 
registered to vote in St. Johns County. Each member shall serve at the will of the Board. 

C. Each member of the Committee shall currently own or manage a commercial 
farming operation within unincorporated St. Johns County and at least one of the following: 

1. Owned or operated a commercial farm for the past 5 years or more within 
Northeast Florida. 

11. Have experience or knowledge in one or more of the following areas: farm 
management; agriculture equipment operation and maintenance; crop 
production (fruit or vegetable row crops, floriculture, sod, and/or hay); 
seasonal production of crop rotation; plant-nutrient and pest management; 
State of Florida agricultural policies; and/or watershed or flood zones in 
rural areas. 

111. Be reliant on the production of agricultural goods for the majority of their 
annual income. 

No more than two committee members may represent the same crop commodity. 

D. Each member's term shall be for (3) three years; however, three (3) of the initial 
members shall be appointed for two (2) year terms to create staggered terms. Each member shall 
serve until their successor is appointed. 

E. The Committee shall elect its own chair and vice-chair and shall be governed by 
the Rules and Polices of the St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners. 



F. The Agriculture Advisory Committee shall have the following duties and 
responsibilities: 

1. Advising on matters related to the Florida Right to Farm Act including best 
practices. 

11. Reviewing and making recommendations on land use planning issues 
affecting agriculture, including related Comprehensive Plan amendments 
and Land Development Code changes. 

111. Identifying and promoting programs to sustain agricultural viability and 
preserve working lands. 

iv. Supporting agritourism and economic diversification of bona fide farms 
consistent with state law and County policy. 

v. Advising on infrastructure and transportation needs within rural areas. 

v1. Improve and strengthen agriculture within unincorporated St. Johns County. 

v11. Advise on food systems pertaining to communities of food insecurity, 
school programs and culinary institutes of St. Johns County. 

v111. Provide input and recommendations for agriculturally related grants and 
programs sponsored by St. Johns County. 

1x. Support and help bring public awareness of rural and agricultural lands 
through community or government education and outreach. 

G. The Committee shall meet at least once quarterly. All meetings of the Committee 
shall be open public meetings and shall be governed by Sunshine Law, section 286.0 I I , Florida 
Statutes. 

Section 5. Business Impact. 

This Ordinance will not have a direct economic impact on private, for-profit businesses in 
the County. 

Section 6. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon a certified copy being filed with the Florida 
Department of State. 



PASSED AND ENACTED by the Board of County Commissioners of St. Johns County, 
Florida, this i-tf-h day of N o\Jt,pW2025. 

Rendition Date V 05 2025 

ATTEST: Brandon J. Patty, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller 
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Befo re the undersigned author ity personal ly appeared, w ho 

on oath says th at he or she is th e Legal Coordi nat or of t he 

St Augusti ne Record, published in St Johns County, Flor id a; 

that t he attached co py of adverti sement , be ing a Public 
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State of Wi sco nsin 

PO Box 63 1244 Ci nci nnati , OH 45263-1244 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY BOARD OF 

CO UNTY COMMISSIONERS 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Board of County Commissioners of 
St. Johns County, Florida, will hold 
a public hea r ing to consider adop ­
ti on o f the following ordinance at a 
regular meeting on Tuesday, 
November 4, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. in 
the County Auditorium at the 
County Adm inis t rat ion Bui ld i ng, 
500 Sa n Sebastian View, St. Augus­
tine, Florida: 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ST. 
JOH NS CO UNTY, FLORIDA, ESTAB­
LI SH ING THE ST. JOHNS COUNTY 
AGRICUlTURE ADVISORY COMM IT· 
TEE; PROV IDING LEG ISLAT IVE 
INTENT AND FINDINGS OF FACTS; 
ESTABLISHING DUTIES, RESPONSI· 
BILITIES, AND QUALIFICATI ONS; 
ADDRESSING BUSINESS IMPACT 
ESTIMATE REQUIRED BY SECTION 
125.66, FLORIDA STATUTES; 
PROVIDING A N EFFECTIVE DATE. 
The proposed ordinance is on file in 
the office o f the Clerk of the Board 
o f County Commissione rs at the 
Richard 0. Watson Judicial Cent er, 
4010 Lewis Speedway, St. Augus­
tine, Florida, and may be examined 
by interested part ies prior to the 
said public hearing. Please take 
note that the propo sed ordinance 
is subj ect to revision prior to hear­
ing or adoption. A ll parties having 
any interest in said ordinance will 
be afforded an opportunity t o be 
heard at the public hearing. 
If a person decides to appeal any 
decision made with respect to any 
matter considered at the hea r ing , 
such person will need a record of 
the proceedings, and for su ch 
purposes he/she may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record of 
the proceed ings is made, which 
record includes the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is 
to be based. 
NOTI CE TO PERSONS NEEDING 
SPEC IAL ACCOMMODATIONS AND 
TO ALL HEARING- IMPAIRED 
PERSONS: In accordance with the 
Americans w i th Disabilities Act , 
persons need ing a special accom­
modation to participate in this 
proceeding should contact ADA 
Coo rdinator, at (904) 209- 0400 or 
at the Fac il ities Management 
Department, 2416 Dobbs Road, St . 
Augustine, Fl 32086 . For hearing 
impaired individuals: Florida Relay 
Se rvice: 1-800-955-8770, no later 
than 5 days p r ior to the date of this 
hearing. 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION· 
ERS 
OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BRANDON J. PATTY, ITS CLERK 
By : ARTR ICIA K. ALLEN, Deputy 
Clerk 
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RON DESANTIS 
Governor 

November l 0, 2025 

Brandon Patty 
Clerk of Courts 
St. Johns County 
500 San Sebastian View 
St. Augustine, FL 32084 

Dear Brandon Patty, 

FLORIDA D EPARTMENT or STATE 

CORD BYRD 
Secretary of State 

FILED NOV 1 0 2025 
St. Johns COUnly 

Oe,ttofCourt 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your 
electronic copy of St. Johns County Ordinance No. 2025-42, which was filed in this office on November 
10, 2025. 

Sincerely, 

Alexandra Leijon 
Administrative Code and Register D irector 

AL/dp 

R. A. Gray Building • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 
Telephone: (850) 245-6270 


